East Baltimore Development, Inc.
Call for Mural Artists
October 23, 2020

1101 E. Wolfe Street
Introduction
In connection with an evolving public arts-based
placemaking strategy, The Baltimore Office of
Promotion & The Arts (BOPA) in collaboration with
East Baltimore Development, Inc. seek to identify an
experienced professional artist and/or team to
create a new and unique mural art design for
temporary installation on the north building façade
of 1101 E Wolfe Street (former Elmer A. Henderson
school) in the East Baltimore neighborhood Eager
Park
Founded in 2002, East Baltimore Development, Inc. (EBDI) was established by community,
government, institutional and philanthropic partners to revitalize, re-energize and rebuild the
Eager Park neighborhood. The Eager Park project (also known as the East Baltimore
Development Initiative) is a $1.6 billion mixed-use revitalization effort funded by city, state, and
federal agencies; other philanthropies; and private business owners. The placemaking strategy
is an integrative approach to community building that can stimulate the local economies and
lead to increased innovation, cultural diversity, and civic engagement.

The emerging Eager Park neighborhood, served by Metro and the Charm City Circulator, is a
thriving and diverse community that is situated east of Broadway, between the Amtrak railroad
tracks and the Johns Hopkins medical campus. The master planned community includes
affordable and market-rate townhomes, apartment buildings, graduate student housing, office
and lab buildings, a 5.5-acre central park, neighborhood school, service retail and hotel.
Mural Location and Site Information
The mural will be created on the north building façade of 1101 E. Wolfe Street. Facing north,
the wall is visible to millions of Amtrak riders annually with the potential for becoming an East
Baltimore icon.

1104 E. Wolfe Street – Looking South

1104 E. Wolfe Street – North Building Façade

Budget:
$20,000 (All inclusive)

Schedule:
RFQ Issued: 10/23/20
Applications Due: 11/06/20
Artist Notification: 11/13//20

Project Scope:
Requirements of Artist:
The selected artist shall facilitate design workshops to engage local community residents and
stakeholders in creation of designs for installation. Artists will be tasked with developing familyfriendly art; designs must be simple, identifiable, or recognizable forms that generally evoke
neighborhood pride, and are universally understood by both youth and adults.
Guidelines:
The artist chosen for this project will be required to lead art design workshops with EBDI
committee membership composed of local residents and stakeholders. The final art design
concept must be approved by EBDI. The City of Baltimore, EBDI, and the Baltimore Office of
Promotion & The Arts reserve the right to reproduce images of submitted artwork for printed
or internet publicity, catalogue, map or other marketing or educational purposes.

CLICK HERE TO APPLY

Application Requirements
All applications are required to provide:
•
•
•
•

Name/Team Name
Contact information (address, telephone, email, website)
C.V. or Resume (2 pages max)
Samples of Previous work & description sheet (1page)
Please submit 5 photos (pdf) samples documenting of previous work. Work
samples should illustrate your artistic practice, qualifications for this project, and
public art experience While proposals and concept renderings are acceptable,
realized and completed projects are encouraged. Proposals for the project you
are applying to should NOT be included.

Selection Process & Timeline
•
•
•
•
•
•

Request for Qualifications (RFQ) issued 10/23/20; calling on qualified designers, artists,
and firms to submit their interest and previous work samples to be considered for this
project.
RFQ Responses Due: 11/06/20 (An Artist Selection Panel, composed of project
representatives, local stakeholders and art professionals review all applications received
and select a finalist artist.)
Selected Artist notified by 11/13/20
Contract Execution by 11/16/20
Design Approved by 12/14/20 (Artist to work with EBDI, BOPA and community residents
to finalize the mural design upon contract execution)
Mural installation deadline: 12/31/20

Selection Criteria
•
•

Artistic Quality and strong design skills: Applicants should be able to produce a creative
and functional plan that meets the goals and the specifications set forward for this
project.
Strong verbal, written and graphic communication skills: Applicants should exhibit good
people and communication skills and be able to effectively collaborate with multiple
project stakeholders and agencies as they develop, present, and receive feedback on
their designs.

•
•
•
•

Previous experience: Applicants should have professional experience working on public
art or design projects that include work experience with community residents and
groups.
Accessibility and Availability: This project requires collaboration and a familiarity with
Baltimore City. Applicants should maintain reasonable availability to perform this work
and complete the project.
Artists with experience working in arts-based community engagement projects within
their portfolio are encouraged to apply
The artist or team will be selected on previous work and should not submit a proposal as
part of their application.

Eligibility:
Any artist or artist team, over the age of 18, legally living or working within Baltimore City is
eligible to apply. Current Baltimore Office of Promotion and the Arts employees and East
Baltimore Development, Inc. employees may not apply.

EBDI Core Pillars for Public Art and Placemaking Initiatives
EBDI and its community partners have identified the following core pillars for its public arts and
placemaking initiatives. It is important to honor, celebrate, and observe each of the core pillars
because they all lead towards a vibrant community. All three pillars are equally important.
Baltimore Non-Profit Relief Fund part of creating this community.
Celebration of Local History
Celebrating local history showcases the accomplishments and achievements of local heroes,
residents, and businesses. It gives us a way to acknowledge those before us who were a critical
part of creating this community.
Community
The EBDI district is a diverse neighborhood where individuals live as one community and they
work together to keep it safe, clean, and enjoyable for all.

Social Justice
The EBDI community unites to address common issues and ensure that we all have equal rights
as we are all fighting against some of the same social ills and medical challenges.

Contact
For questions or additonal information requests on this document please contact:
Chris Brooks
Community Arts Specialist
Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts
410-752-8632
cbrooks@promotionandarts.org

